
         Homer City Hall 

         491 E. Pioneer Avenue 
         Homer, Alaska 99603 

         www.cityofhomer-ak.gov  

City of Homer 

Agenda 

City Council Worksession 

Tuesday, March 29, 2022 at 4:00 PM 

In Person at City Hall Cowles Council Chambers and Zoom Webinar 

https://cityofhomer.zoom.us/j/96586314135?pwd=WTdvVHdDVmxxZHJwaC9ZNmFYYlZ3dz09 
Dial: (669) 900 6833 or (253) 215 8782  or Toll Free  (888) 788 0099 or (877) 853 5247 

     Webinar ID: 965 8631 4135 Password: 792566 

 

CALL TO ORDER, 4:00 P.M. 

AGENDA APPROVAL (Only those matters on the noticed agenda may be 

considered, pursuant to City Council’s Operating Manual, pg. 6) 

DISCUSSION TOPIC(S) 

a. Legislative Update - Representative Sarah Vance 

b. Lobbyist Update - J&H Consulting 

c. Memorandum from Special Projects & Communications Coordinator Re: Legislative 

Worksession 

COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE (3 minutes) 

ADJOURNMENT NO LATER THAN 4:50 P.M.  

Next Regular Meeting is Monday, April 11, 2022 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole at 5:00 

p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall Cowles Council Chambers located at 491 
E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
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J&H Consulting

Legislative 
Update for City 

of Homer   
March 2022
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Legislative Update:
Much has changed since the beginning of session.

•$101 per barrel, up $30 per barrel from December.
•$1.2 billion increase in revenue for current year.
•For FY 23, a projected $2.4 billion increase in revenue; Senate 
Finance will still  base budget on $80 per barrel.

•Some of the windfall will go to savings.
•A long-term fiscal plan is not likely: HB 259 and SB 200/HB 260:
25/75 or 50/50 split proposals for Permanent Fund earnings. 

•PFD of $1,250.00, plus a proposed energy relief check of $1,300. 
May be higher.

Oil prices are up and a new Spring revenue forecast

Operating budget is in House Finance, over to 
Senate early April.

Capital Budget is in Senate Finance -- April release 
and federal funds in a separate bill.

G.O. Bond bill on shelf for now.
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 Operating budget starts in the House, Capital budget in the Senate.

 Subcommittees meet for each state department and make recommendations to House 
Finance.

 House Finance decides which recommendations to accept, and then issues a committee 
substitute (CS).

 Public testimony is taken. Finance members then introduce their own amendments. 

 This year, a pause is taken as legislators wait for a new revenue forecast to come out on 
March 15th. 

 House Finance will make further adjustments after receiving the new revenue forecast. 

 WE ARE HERE: The CS bill passes out of House Finance and is introduced on the House 
floor. More amendments are introduced, the bill is debated, approved, and passed to the 
Senate; this typically takes a week. The same process takes place in the Senate, where 
senators add in their important items. 

 The Senate votes to pass, and the changed bill goes back to the House for a concurrence 
vote, which generally fails. 

 Differences between the two budgets are worked out in a conference committee. 

 When the operating budget passes over to the Senate, Senates sends Capital budget to 
the House in exchange. 

3
4



 Community Assistance: Includes proposed $31.8M FY22 
supplemental capitalization into the community 
assistance fund and an additional $7.1M directly to 
DCCED to distribute as community assistance payments 
to eligible recipients under CAP in the most current 
House version. This would result in approximately $37M 
available for distribution to eligible recipients in FY 23. 

 Homer receives $206,337.00 of which $26,941.00 is 
from the $7.1M.

 $23.9m in general fund is appropriated to communities 
under the shared fisheries business tax and $18.1m 
based upon collections in calendar year 2022 is 
appropriated for the first seven port of call communities 
under the commercial passenger vessel tax collection 
program (cruise ship head tax sharing program) 

 Increased Community Jails by $4 million.
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Bills:
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 HB 30: Updates workers comp benefits by increasing death 
benefits and permanent partial impairment. House floor. 

 SB 131: Breast cancer added as a presumption of 
compensability for firefighters. L&C (H)

 SB 9: Sen. Micciche’s rewrite of Alaska alcohol statute. Fin (H)
 HB 3: Adds cybersecurity to the definition of disaster for access 

to disaster relief funding. Transmitted to Gov. for signature.
 HB 54: Creates an Invasive Species Council within the 

Department of Fish and Game to help eradicate/manage 
invasive species. Passed House, in Senate Resources.

 HB 28: This legislation removes duplicative registration and 
numbering requirements for active commercial fishing, tender, 
and processing vessels, by allowing certain vessels licensed by 
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission to bypass
additional DMV registration requirements. The proposed 
effective date of this legislation is January 1, 2022. Passed 
House, in Senate Finance. In sen. Fin.

 HB 272/HB 273, increase school funding; SB 111/HB 164, Pre-K 
and Reading bills, important for end negotiations. SB 34, Tribal 
Compacting.
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 HB 358: Extends the state Renewable Energy Fund for 
ten years from its current termination on June 30, 
2023, to the same date in 2033. This bill is moving 
fast. Fin (H)

 SB 175/HB 265: Allows medical providers to do 
consultations by telehealth, which was allowed while 
the state was under a pandemic health emergency. 

 HB 220: Adds a Tier V defined benefit option for some 
types of employees. HB 55 (similarly creating a Tier V 
DB option, but only for public safety) has already 
passed the House, so if these move forward they will 
depend on the Senate – and likely Finance – for 
support.

 HB 363: Enabling legislation for a state broadband 
office, creates a broadband advisory board, and 
creates a mechanism for broadband support where 
costs are high. Fin (H).

 HB 234: Sets a $2,000 limit on individual donations to 
campaigns and limits the influence of special interests 
from the Lower 48 by requiring that 75% of a 
candidate’s individual donations come from Alaskans. 
Passed House. 6
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Memorandum 
TO:  City Council and Mayor Castner 

FROM:  Jenny Carroll, Special Projects & Communications Coordinator 

THROUGH:  Rob Dumouchel, City Manager 

DATE:  March 23, 2022 

SUBJECT:  March 29, 2022 Legislative Work Session 

The purpose of this memo is to outline legislative issues that the City of Homer has taken an interest 
in and supported through Resolution.  Representative Vance will be joining the Tuesday, March 29 
worksession via Zoom to provide Council an update on session.  J&H Consulting will attend the work 
session via Zoom to give a lobbyist update. 

Relevant Resolutions passed since 2020 with status update as of March 23, 2022: 

▶Resolution 21-064:  A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska in Support of Full Funding of 
$11,492,760 for the State of Alaska Municipal Harbor Grant Program in the FY 2023 State Capital 
Budget. City Manager/Port Director.   

Funding for the Municipal Harbor Grant Program was not included in the first version of the State 
Capital budget; we are advocating for it to be included in the committee substitute.   

▶Resolution 21-059: A Resolution of the Homer City Council Adopting the 2022-2027 Capital 
Improvement Plan and Establishing Capital Project Legislative Priorities for Fiscal Year 2023. 
Mayor/City Council. 

City staff shared the CIP with local representatives digitally and in hard copy, and entered Legislative 
priority projects into the State CAPSIS program for consideration in the capital budget process.  City 
Council members, staff and lobbyists met with thirteen legislators in Juneau in February 2022 to 
promote Homer legislative priority projects for capital funding.  The priority projects are: 

(1) Large Vessel Harbor Expansion 
 
▶Council adopted Resolution 22-013 In Support of State of Alaska Department of 
Transportation Appropriation to Supply a Local Match of $750,000 for the US Army Corps of 
Engineers General Investigation Study for the Homer Port Expansion in the FY 2023 State 
Capital Budget. City Manager/Port Director. 
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State matching funds for the General Investigation tops the list of capital project requests 
from District 31 legislators. 
 

(2) Slope Stability Program, (3) Barge Mooring & Large Vessel Haul Out Repair Facility, and (4) 
Homer Spit Erosion Mitigation.   These three projects are also included in the District 31 
capital funding priorities list compiled by Representative Vance and Senator Stevens. 

The fifth legislative priority project is the Multi-Use Community Center.  When a design concept 
and next steps are formulated (after completing scoping and preliminary design work with 
Stantec), staff will be updating the CIP project description to reflect current project status and 
financial request. 

▶Resolution 21-008: A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Providing Comments to the 
State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation on 
Kachemak Bay State Wilderness Park Management Plan Intent to Adopt, dated November 2020. 
Aderhold/Evensen. 

▶Resolution 20-134(A): A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Supporting Regional 
Aquaculture Associations and Strongly Opposing Proposed Changes to Management Plan of 
Kachemak Bay State Park and State Wilderness Park that would Disproportionately and Negatively 
Impact the Homer Community. Evensen/Hansen-Cavasos/Mayor. 

Resolutions on the agenda for consideration on the March 29, 2022 Council agenda: 

▶Resolution 22-0xx, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska in Support of State of Alaska 
Bill 54 Establishing the Alaska Invasive Species Council in the Department of Fish and Game. 

▶Resolution 22-0xx, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Supporting Alaska House Bill 
28 and Encouraging Automatic Registration for Vessels Active in the Alaska CFEC Database. 

Alaska DOT&PF is seeking input on State use of federal infrastructure funds. 

The State has developed an online opportunity for the public to weigh in on their priorities for 
building resilient infrastructure in Alaska through State use of Infrastructure Bill funding. Deadline to 
complete the survey is April 8, 2022.  To participate: 

1. Visit https://dot.alaska.gov/infrastructureact/ or https://arcg.is/1G4WPD1. 
2. When you see the map, zoom into Alaska and either move the map pin by clicking on your area 

of interest, OR enter an area in the search box. 
3. Select which mode of transportation you’d like to give input about for that area (roads and 

highways, non-motorized trails infrastructure, airports and marine infrastructure) and you’ll 
be on the way to giving the State valuable feedback for improving Alaska’s infrastructure! You 
may take the survey multiple times if you have multiple areas of interest. 

The City has shared this public input opportunity with the public through the City website, Facebook 
page and newsletter.  Please participate and share with your constituents. 
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worksession via Zoom to provide Council an update on session.  J&H Consulting will attend the work 
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State matching funds for the General Investigation tops the list of capital project requests 
from District 31 legislators. 
 

(2) Slope Stability Program, (3) Barge Mooring & Large Vessel Haul Out Repair Facility, and (4) 
Homer Spit Erosion Mitigation.   These three projects are also included in the District 31 
capital funding priorities list compiled by Representative Vance and Senator Stevens. 

The fifth legislative priority project is the Multi-Use Community Center.  When a design concept 
and next steps are formulated (after completing scoping and preliminary design work with 
Stantec), staff will be updating the CIP project description to reflect current project status and 
financial request. 

▶Resolution 21-008: A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Providing Comments to the 
State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation on 
Kachemak Bay State Wilderness Park Management Plan Intent to Adopt, dated November 2020. 
Aderhold/Evensen. 

▶Resolution 20-134(A): A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Supporting Regional 
Aquaculture Associations and Strongly Opposing Proposed Changes to Management Plan of 
Kachemak Bay State Park and State Wilderness Park that would Disproportionately and Negatively 
Impact the Homer Community. Evensen/Hansen-Cavasos/Mayor. 

Resolutions on the agenda for consideration on the March 29, 2022 Council agenda: 

▶Resolution 22-0xx, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska in Support of State of Alaska 
Bill 54 Establishing the Alaska Invasive Species Council in the Department of Fish and Game. 

▶Resolution 22-0xx, A Resolution of the City Council of Homer, Alaska Supporting Alaska House Bill 
28 and Encouraging Automatic Registration for Vessels Active in the Alaska CFEC Database. 

Alaska DOT&PF is seeking input on State use of federal infrastructure funds. 

The State has developed an online opportunity for the public to weigh in on their priorities for 
building resilient infrastructure in Alaska through State use of Infrastructure Bill funding. Deadline to 
complete the survey is April 8, 2022.  To participate: 

1. Visit https://dot.alaska.gov/infrastructureact/ or https://arcg.is/1G4WPD1. 
2. When you see the map, zoom into Alaska and either move the map pin by clicking on your area 

of interest, OR enter an area in the search box. 
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highways, non-motorized trails infrastructure, airports and marine infrastructure) and you’ll 
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page and newsletter.  Please participate and share with your constituents. 

23

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMjEuNTUyNDY3MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RvdC5hbGFza2EuZ292L2luZnJhc3RydWN0dXJlYWN0LyJ9.NMrn2v9exsEHBNKhJVFJv2GmpGk4KgdWUlF74rQXV_I%2fs%2f1184230759%2fbr%2f128445847926-l&c=E,1,z7GDPBKhdIvIycBdJg680qsxV1EE09g3_ZoFzIpfLvF1Rw1PwjvGe7vPfjViJTMhNAkdceEol5Q-ONc0gyH0eBygRO6XwfyunH_rtwqMYc5nsEs8&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..5tkkY9w7b7--28IiJWLpbzdsdeLBuf-BoApbgjPDIAI%2fs%2f1184230759%2fbr%2f128445847926-l&c=E,1,SivG7NaVD5L7ZnLITKmnv1PijIw5TnnMYD10dFfCtVqw64tGQsQAaBPflw_azEUTPjdrkCIbzaYUUnelZWxgFkOvqx-WP6Xrtn732bhXsb4XYQ,,&typo=1


24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34


	Top
	b.	Lobbyist Update
	MarchBHomer
	Memo to Council re Mar 29 Legisl Worksession

	c.	Memo Legislative Update
	Memo to Council re Mar 29 Legisl Worksession

	Bottom

